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CONTACT US
Office: 800-933-7362

WEBSITE
www.nobleremc.com

EMAIL
remc@nobleremc.com

OFFICE HOURS 
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday

STREET ADDRESS 
300 Weber Road
Albion, IN 46701

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 137, Albion, IN 46701

EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGES
To report a power outage, please call 
800-933-7362. We are available to       

serve you 24 hours a day.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rick Robertson, Chairman

Doug Burnworth, Vice Chairman
Bill Knox, Treasurer

Andy Strack, Secretary
Bill Emmert

Larry Ott
George Bennett
Mark Demske
Jay Wysong

MANAGEMENT TEAM
Ron Raypole, 

President & CEO
Sarah Dreibelbis, 
Office Manager

Doug Dickmeyer, 
Manager of Engineering & Operations

Kevin Dreibelbis, 
Communications & Marketing Manager

Adam Chitwood, 
Manager of Finance & Accounting

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ 
nobleremc

Follow us on Twitter
www.twitter.com/NobleREMC

You’ve probably 
become accustomed 
to reading the same 
headline every year: 
“Run for your board 
of directors.”

But do you know 
why promoting 
this message is so 
important to us?

People see my title of CEO and assume I 
have sole discretion over the leadership of 
Noble REMC.

While I lead the day-to-day operations and 
determine long-term goals, members have 
ultimate control of the cooperative and its 
future. 

Most members take advantage of this by 
giving us feedback and participating in 
our events. But an even more tangible 
impact can be made as a part of our board 
of directors, which is exclusive to our 
members.

Directors’ responsibilities should not 
be taken lightly, as they determine the 
direction of the corporation; set policy; 
establish a workplan and budget, as well 
as rates and fees; and attend training and 
meetings to stay up to date on issues that 
affect our evolving industry.

With that in mind, it’s our duty to make 
sure members who want to seek election 
know about the process and complete 

the necessary steps to allow their fellow 
members a choice in who represents them.

Our community is filled with strong, 
bright leaders. We ask that members who 
are willing to invest their time and effort 
in leading Noble REMC pick up a board 
election packet from our office and run for 
a director position. 

To run for a seat this year, you must:

• Live in Districts 4, 5 or 9 (outlined in 
the map below), currently represented 
by Bill Knox, Bill Emmert and Larry 
Ott, respectively;

• Fill out a petition, provided by the 
REMC, with the signatures of 15 Noble 
REMC members supporting your 
candidacy; and

• Return the completed petition to the 
cooperative office no later than April 6.

All candidates will then stand for election 
at the Noble REMC Annual Meeting and 
Picnic on Saturday, June 6.

If you have any questions, please call us 
at 800-933-7362 or stop by our office for 
more information on the process.

Remember, it’s never too late to become 
involved. Pick up a petition today. 

RON RAYPOLE
President/CEO

It takes a village
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By Kelly Lynch

We all have a history. But what makes 
life interesting are the ways that our 
histories intersect.

Noble REMC found this recently when 
we received a seemingly random 
request from Hudson resident Janis 
Penick. She was finishing her late 
father’s written history, and he had 
mentioned taking “wiring classes” at 
the local cooperative. She wanted to 
tell the story to her grandson, hoping 
to fill in what she could.

Asking around, no employees could 
quite put their finger on any certain 
piece of information. So a search in 
the archives was underway.

Through correspondence, we learned 
her father was Vaughn Truelove, a 
native of Swan Township in southeast 
Noble County, a lifetime Noble 
County farmer and one of the original 
founders of Truelove Brothers Farm 

Equipment, located south of Albion. 

Going back into our vault, it was found 
that Noble REMC did indeed host a 
wiring school. Our own written history 
simply stated: “September 20, 1937: 
The REMC Board hired an instructor 
and began ‘wiring school.’ Wilmer F. 
Shauck received ‘not more than $110 
per month and 4 cents per mile.’”

It wasn’t much to go on, but it 
explained an often overlooked but 
significant step in the creation of the 
cooperative, taking place days after we 
had applied for our second loan from 
the Rural Electrification Administration 
and nearly a year before we erected 
our first pole or hired our first lineman 
in the spring of 1938. 

Though it wasn’t a lot of information, 
it served as an important reminder of 
what sets us apart from other utilities: 
we were built by our communities.

And now we can put a name and face 

to a vital part of the creation of our 
system: Vaughn Truelove. More than 
that, we can record his words as he 
wrote them before he passed away in 
2008, “While on the farm the REMC 
was started. … (We) went to Albion 
for wiring lessons, about five or six 
lessons were all we went to. Then we 
started wiring houses. We wired my 
house and quite a few neighbors. That 
was quite an experience.”

Simple and to the point, but that’s how 
Janis describes her father. He was a 
curious, hard worker, who cared about 
others in his community.

“Always thinking and doing, fixing 
and doing,” Janis said. “He always 
wanted to learn. He bought his first 
tractor when my mom and dad were 
first married, and out in the garage, he 
took it apart to figure out what made it 
run. He always wanted to learn or see 
how something works.”

Helping history come alive

Janis Penick sits with the 
items she’s collected to 
document her father’s his-
tory in Noble County, one 
that included wiring houses 
during the first years of 
Noble REMC.
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There’s so much more to Vaughn’s 
story: meeting the love of his life 
as a teenager in 4-H, growing a 
successful business with his brother 
and witnessing and being a part of 
the many changes in farming from the 
1930s and beyond.

Though Noble REMC is only a 
small piece of a much larger story, it 

serves as a strong reminder of how 
connected we are with our community 
and its members. We were able to fill 
in a small part of Janis’ father’s history, 
and she was able to show us one 
more example of how our community 
built our organization.

Kelly Lynch is communications 
specialist for Noble and LaGrange 
County REMCs.

A piece of the history Janis Penick has collected about her father, Vaughn Truelove, includes this 
picture of him in his younger years.

Serving a rural area means serving 
more than just its people. Noble 
REMC aims to serve and protect the 
land, which supports us all.

One way we do this is through 
our EnviroWatts grant program, 
which benefits nonprofit service 
organizations working to improve the 
environment locally.

Is your organization cleaning up a 
local river or lake? Are you trying to 
plant more native species in your 
area? Do you promote recycling or 
educate the public on environmental 
issues?

Perfect! This grant could help boost 
those endeavors and benefit the 
community at large.

Noble REMC is now accepting 
applications from such organizations 
to help in completing their eco-
friendly projects. For a full list of 
details and a copy of the application, 
visit nobleremc.com/envirowatts or 
pick up a copy at our office.

Completed applications are due 
into our office at 300 Weber Road, 
P.O. Box 137, Albion, IN 46701 by 
4:30 p.m. on Monday, March 2.

A GRANT       
FOR GROWTH
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Community means everything to Noble 
REMC employees, especially since we live 
and work here side-by-side with you.

And a better representation couldn’t be 
made than our recent recognition from 
our national organization, National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA).

Cooperatives from across the country 
were challenged to participate in at least 
five hours of community service over the 
course of a month. 

Noble REMC earned the top spot out of 
the 164 electric co-ops that participated, 
giving back more than 2,000 hours to our 
community.

The prize? 

The opportunity to give back even further 
with a $1,000 donation from NRECA to 
a local organization of our choice. Noble 
REMC chose to grant the funding to The 

Arc Noble County Foundations Inc., which 
promotes and supports the engagement of 
people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities in the community.

“The Arc Noble County Foundations is very 
grateful for this donation. It is especially 
wonderful due to it being earned by 
volunteers from REMC. The donation will 
be used to help offset our general expenses 
generated by our volunteerism in the 
community. Individuals and staff members 
volunteer around Noble County, which 
includes preparing plastic to purchase 
benches for Augusta Hills Community 
and Recreation Center,” said Kay Craig, 
executive director of The Arc Noble County 
Foundations. “So, it is fitting that REMC’s 
volunteerism will help to support The 
Arc’s volunteerism to connect individuals 
to their community and build not only job 
skills, but friendships.”

Both organizations have worked 

closely in the past in giving back to the 
community, so this was an opportunity 
to continue to support The Arc’s vital 
work for local residents, explained REMC 
Communications and Marketing Manager 
Kevin Dreibelbis.

“Giving back to the community that built 
us is a pillar of Noble REMC and its work,” 
Dreibelbis said. “We don’t serve our 
community for the recognition, but when 
we’re able to double its impact by doing 
what we do every day, it’s not a chance 
we’re going to pass up. We thank NRECA 
for its contribution, and feel honored to 
be able to grant the funding to The Arc to 
continue its great service to Noble County 
and beyond.”

It’s a good day when we can give a little 
something extra by doing a little extra. 
Thank you to our employees who live in 
and care about our community.

Community comes first

Noble REMC employees and The Arc Noble 
County Foundations members join together to 
celebrate the $1,000 recently donated to the 
organization from the electric cooperative’s win 
in a national wellness competition.
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The 2020 Census is more than counting 

you, it’s counting on you. The importance 

of facilitating a complete count in 

the upcoming U.S. Census cannot be 

understated. 

Did you know census results are tied to 

federal funding and legislative districts?

For example, if Noble County fails to count 

every man, woman and child, it could lose 

more than $20 million in federal dollars. 

This is a figure based on the $2,700 per 

person that census officials say make up 

the $675 billion in federal funds distributed 

based on census data.

In addition to the monetary reasons 

to facilitate a complete count, it is also 

a matter of law. The U.S. Constitution 

mandates a census every 10 years. This 

means that only once every 10 years can 

seats in the U.S. House of Representatives 

be reapportioned. State officials also 

redraw the boundaries of congressional 

and state legislative districts based on 

the census. If people are not counted, fair 

representation is at risk.

But you can help by educating yourself 

and others about the process or becoming 

involved by:

• Expanding Noble County Economic 

Development Corporation’s public 

awareness campaign by following 

“Count Noble — 2020 Census,” 

an exclusive, locally administered 

Facebook page. Videos, graphics and 

other resources are posted routinely 

for local Facebook users to learn, share 

and repost. 

• Calling the NCEDC at 260-636-3800 for 

more information.

• Visiting 2020census.gov to read about 

its history and importance.

Information provided by the Noble County 

Economic Development Corporation.

touchstone 
energy 
camp
A fun, powerful and unique 

camp experience designed 

for students entering seventh 

grade in 2020. Horseback 

riding, canoeing, zip lining, 

archery, swimming, learning 

about electrical safety and 

bucket truck rides. Apply at 

TouchstoneEnergyCamp.org.

APPLY FOR

Applications for Touchstone 
Energy Camp and Indiana 
Youth Tour are due by March 
2. For more information, call Nic 
Engle, Noble REMC Marketing 
Coordinator, at 800-933-7362.

Indiana 
Youth 
Tour
Noble REMC wants to send 

you on a weeklong, all-

inclusive trip of a lifetime to 

Washington, D.C. Monuments, 

museums, legislators, 

friends and history make 

JUNE 
18–25

youth
programs

JUNE 
3-6 this an opportunity not to be 

missed. Apply now by visiting 

nobleremc.com/electric-

cooperative-youth-tour, where 

a link to the application is 

available.

U.S. Census is counting on your help




